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The COVID-19 crisis has revealed the urgency of changing global structures of inequity and
violence. We, people around the world, will seize this historical moment. We are building
solidarity at every level: local, national, global. Despite the need to physically distance, we are
building mutual aid groups, community networks, and social movements. We declare this
manifesto today to offer a vision of the world we are building, the world we are demanding, the
world we will achieve.
1. We demand strong, universal health care systems and health care as a basic
right for all humans.
2. We demand an immediate global ceasefire in all conflicts and an end to the
disease of war. We demand that every nation move at least half its military
spending to provide health care, housing, childcare, nutrition, education, Internet
access, and other social needs so we can truly protect people’s physical,
psychological, and economic security, including through the closure of foreign
military bases, the cessation of military exercises, and the abolition of nuclear
weapons.
3. We demand that unsustainable capitalist economies, based on the fantasy of
endless growth, be replaced with cooperatively based economies of care, where
human life, biodiversity, and our natural resources are conserved and a universal
basic income is guaranteed so that governments can work together to combat the
existential threat of climate change.
4. We demand an immediate lifting of all sanctions targeting entire nations, which
are impoverishing vulnerable populations and killing people by blocking access to
medicines and medical supplies.
5. We demand that all workers be protected against COVID-19 and have their longterm occupational health, economic, and labor rights guaranteed.
6. We demand the full protection of all people, especially the most vulnerable,
including women and other victims of intimate partner violence and child abuse, the
elderly, the impoverished, prisoners and detainees, refugees and other displaced
peoples, migrants regardless of immigration status, the homeless, LGBTQIA+

COVID-19 GLOBAL SOLIDARITY COALITION

individuals, racial/ethnic minorities, indigenous peoples, and those disability or
ability challenged, among others.
7. We demand that wealthy nations live up to their responsibility to provide medical
aid (including through the World Health Organization) and debt relief to save lives
in countries without strong public health systems because of long histories of
colonialism, neocolonialism, and other exploitation, foreign and domestic.
8. We demand that governments and corporations respect privacy and not exploit
the pandemic to expand repressive measures such as surveillance, detention
without trial, and restrictions on basic human rights to assembly, free expression, selfdetermination, and the vote.
9. We demand that when governments implement economic stimulus programs and
re-open their economies they prioritize the needs of people over the interests of
corporate, financial, and political elites.
In a world where the gap between rich and poor is obscene, with the world’s richest 1% having
more than twice the wealth of 6.9 billion people, a fundamental redistribution of wealth and
power globally and within nations is imperative. Every human being must have the opportunity
to live a healthy, creative, and fulfilling life, free of the ravages of poverty, exploitation, and
domination.

